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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to application 10/500,091 filed November 26, 
2004. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Oath/Declaration 

3. The applicant's oath/declaration has been reviewed by the examiner and is found 
to conform to the requirements prescribed in 37 C.F.R. 1 .63. 

Priority 

4. As required bye M.P.E.P. 201 .14(c), acknowledgement is made of applicant's 
claim for priority based on applications filed on December 27, 2001 (Japan 5 2001- 
397468). 

Drawings 

5. The applicant's drawings submitted are acceptable for examination purposes. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

~ 6. As required by M.P.E.P. 609(C), the applicant's submission of the Information 
Disclosure Statement dated June 24, 2004 are acknowledged by the examiner and the 
cited references have been considered in the examination of the claims now pending. 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. , 

10. Claims 4 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 4 and 11, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1-14 and 17-20 are rejected are under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Saito (US Patent 6,349,303 B1) henceforth referred to as Saito. 

Regarding claim 1, Saito teaches a network-information-processing system 
comprising: 

at least one information-processing apparatus for processing arbitrary 
information (Figure 1 reference element 105)(CPU 105 is for controlling the overall 
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As required by M.P.E.P 609 C(2), a copy of the PTOL-1449 initialed and dated by the 
examiner is attached to the instant office action. 



Specification 

7. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

?• 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

8. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not a concise statement 
of the patent, within the disclosed abstract there contains reference to figures. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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apparatus and executing the application program of the present invention) (2 lines 63- 

9 

65) } said information-processing apparatus having an input operation function (Figure 1 
reference elements 102 and 104)(to means of input operation functions are disclosed): 

information-controlling-and-displaying means for displaying an image based on 
information transferred from the information-processing apparatus (Figure 1 reference 
elements 108 and 109)(The output unit 108 is a monitor, such as a CRT or LCD, and a 
printer for outputting document data and the like processed using the information 
processing apparatus of the present invention. The output interface 109 interfaces the 
output unit 108) (column 3 lines 3-7)\ 

information-creating apparatus for storing information contents displayed on the 
information-controlling-and-displaying means together with their time information to 
create electronic information contents (Figure 2) (a flow chart for creating and storing 
contents is disclosed)] and 

communication means for connecting at least the information-processing 
apparatus, the information-controlling-and-displaying means, and the information- 
creating apparatus (Figure 1 reference element 1 12)(The system bus 112 interfaces the 
image input interface 102, the sound input interface 104, the CPU 105, the BOM 106, 
the RAM 107, the output interface 109, the user interface 113, and the external storage 
interface 111)(column 3 lines 15-18), 

wherein the information-controlling-and-displaying means controls the 

i 

information-creating apparatus to store control information obtained on the basis of the 
input operation function (Figure 1 reference element 113)(the user interface allows the 
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operator of the information processing apparatus to make input operation functions) of 
the information-processing apparatus together with the time information (Figure 2 
reference element 203)(step S203, at which the sound data is partitioned into sound 
blocks and soundless blocks based upon the entered sound data and then recorded in 
a combined AV data storage unit 41, which has been allocated in the RAM 107, as 
combined audio-video data (referred to as "combined AV data" below). Further, 
information such as position information and time information indicating the location at 
which the entered sound and moving-picture data was entered is input from the external 
device and is recorded in an area provided in the combined AV data storage unit 41 to 
store this position and time information)(column 3 lines 40-50). 

Regarding claim 2, Saito teaches the network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein said information-controlling-and-displaying means 
includes: 

a display apparatus for displaying the image based on the information transferred 
from said information-processing apparatus (Figure 1 reference element 108)(the output 
unit is a display apparatus for displaying information from the processing apparatus)] 
and 

information-processing-assisting apparatus for assisting electronic information 
processing including control of said display apparatus based on the input operation 
instruction by said information-processing apparatus (the CPU controls the overall 
operation of the apparatus, thus it takes in input from input interfaces and as a result 
controls the display apparatus as the application program executes). 
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Regarding claim 3, Saito teaches the network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1 , wherein the control information is set corresponding to the 
displayed information contents stored in said information-creating apparatus by using 
the input operation function of said information-processing apparatus (The user 
interface 1 13 has a keyboard and a pointing device, such as a mouse, and allows the 
operator of the information processing apparatus to make entries) (column 3 lines 12- 
14), 

Regarding claim 4, Saito teaches the network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein the control information is set corresponding to the 
displayed information contents regularly or irregularly (Figure 5)(the partitioned blocks of 
entered sound and moving pictures are shown, each block is set by the partitioning of 
input). 

Regarding claim 5, Saito teaches the network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein said control information is identification information for 
setting a mark to the displayed information contents (Figure 4)(each block has an 
identification element of time and position information, which sets a mark for the block). 

Regarding claim 6, Saito teaches the network-information-processing system 
according to claim 3, wherein said control information is identification information for 
setting a mark and said information-creating apparatus stores a number of mark, time, 
and title relating to the identification information (Figure 4)(text data, position information 
(mark), and time information is stored in a block). 
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Regarding claim 7, Saito teaches the-network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein said information-creating apparatus classifies the 
displayed information contents into arbitrary split information contents based on said 
control information (Figure 4)(the blocks are placed in order, the order is classified 
during the process of splitting the input into blocks). 

Regarding claim 8, Saito teaches the-network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1 , wherein a reproducing order of said split information contents is 
set using the input operation function of the information-processing apparatus (the order 
in which the blocks are laid out correspond to the reproducing order of the data, the 
blocks are laid out in time series order)(Figure 6 reference element 7005)(As illustrated 
at 7005, text data and image data at point A and text data and image data at point B are 
laid out in a time series (serially) to create minutes arranged in line with theJIow of the 
conference) (column 5 lines 35-38). 

Regarding claim 9, Saito teaches the-network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein the displayed information contents are downloaded from 
said information-creating apparatus to said information-processing apparatus, and said 
information-processing apparatus reproduces the displayed information contents 
(Figure 6 reference element 7005)(displayed is the output of the information processing 
apparatus processing the content downloaded from the information creating apparatus). 

Regarding claim 10, Saito teaches the-network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1, wherein the displayed information contents are edited using the 
input operation function of said information-processing apparatus (The user interface 
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1 13 has a keyboard and a pointing device, such as a mouse, and allows the operator of 
the information processing apparatus to make entries) (column 3 lines 12-14), and said 
information-creating apparatus creates the electronic information contents based on the 
displayed information contents thus edited (the entries allow fro the arrangement of 
documents which causes the information processing apparatus to create and store 
content). 

Regarding claim 11, Saito teaches the-network-information-processing system 
according to claim 1 further comprising motion image/audio input apparatus for inputting 
at least image or audio, said image or audio excluding the information transferred from 
said information-processing apparatus (Figure 1 reference element 101 and 103) (an 
image and an auto input unit are disclosed for input into the processing system). 

Regarding claim 12, Saito teaches an information-processing method 
comprising the steps of: 

connecting at least one information-processing system for processing arbitrary 
information (Figure 1 reference element 112)(The system bus 112 interfaces the image 
input interface 102, the sound input interface 104, the CPU 105, the ROM 106, the RAM 
107, the output interface 109, the user interface 113, and the external storage interface 
111)(column 3 lines 15-18), said information-processing system having an input 
operation function (The user interface 113 has a keyboard and a pointing device, such 

9 

as a mouse, and allows the operator of the information processing apparatus to make 
entries)(column 3 lines 12-14), an information-controlling-and-displaying system for 
displaying an image based on information transferred from the information-processing 
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system (Figure 1 reference elements 108 and 109)(The output unit 108 is a monitor, 
such as a CRT or LCD, and a printer for outputting document data and the like 
processed using the information processing apparatus of the present invention. The 
output interface 109 interfaces the output unit 108)(column 3 lines 3-7), and an 
information-creating system for storing information contents displayed on the 
information-controlling-and-displaying system together with their time information to 
create electronic information contents to each other through communication means 
(Figure 2)(a flow chart for creating and storing contents is disclosed, the flow chart is 
processed by the CPU though communication of other devices in the system thus 
creating an electronic document): 

setting control information corresponding to the information-creating system by 
using the input operation function of said information-processing system (the user 
interface sets the control information via entries)] and 

storing the set control information with the time information in the information- 
creating system (Figure 4)(each block has time information associated with it). 

Regarding claim 13, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 12, wherein if said displayed information contents are streaming data 
and said control information is mark information, the mark information is set to the 
streaming data by specifying a marker previously in storing (information such as 
position information and time information indicating the location at which the entered 
sound and moving-picture data was entered is input from the external device and is 
recorded in an area provided in the combined AV data storage unit 41 to store this 
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position and time information)(column 3 lines 45-50) and the streaming data is 
reproduced by drifting into a marker position previously specified on the basis of the 
mark information in reproducing (Figure 12)(each block contains moving picture data, of 
which selected allows the reproducing of the data). 

Regarding claim 14, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 12, wherein reproducing order is previously set for every unit of 
marker if reproducing the streaming data using the marker (Figure 11 reference element 
A106 and Figure 12)(the marker is the position and time information stored, each order 
is set in Figure 1 1 step S106). 

Regarding claim 17, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 14, wherein by setting the reproducing order of the streaming data at 
random, the streaming data is reproduced at random by a marker unit (if the assignment 
of the values of position and time information is random, the block order will be random 
thus rendering a reproduced stream based upon block order random). 

Regarding claim 18, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 14, wherein said marker is manually set (Then, at step S706, 
moving-picture data that corresponds to one sound block is partitioned at prescribed 
time intervals T and n items of still-picture data are generated from the moving-picture 
data that corresponds to the time partitioned) (column 8 lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 19, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 14, wherein said marker is set every set period of time (the markers 
are set at every prescribed time intervals). 
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Regarding claim 20, Saito teaches the information-processing method 
according to claim 12, wherein said information-creating system classifies the displayed 
information contents into arbitrary split information contents based on said control 
information (Figure 15)(the blocks are placed in order, the order is classified during the 
process of splitting the input into blocks). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Saito (US Patent 6,349,303 B1 ) and further in view of Suzuki (US Patent 6,470,356 
B1) henceforth referred to as Suzuki. 

15. Regarding claims 15 and 16, Saito teaches an information-processing method 
as applied in the claims above. Saito differs from the claims in that Saito fails to teach 
the replacement of reproduction order and the deletion of unnecessary parfs. However, 
the method of replacement of reproduction order and the deletion of unnecessary parts 
is taught by Suzuki (Figure 6)(a plurality of marks are disclosed, the already mark allow 
for the skipping of parts thus allowing for the replacement and deletion of parts form the 
reproduction of a stream). Since both Saito and Suzuki both teach a system and 
method for multimedia information processing, it would have been obvious to one of 
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skilled in the art to modify Saito to include Suzuki marking types to achieve the 
predictable result of the replacement of reproduction order and the deletion of 
unnecessary parts in a information processing method. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. The prior art discloses methods and systems of 
information processing and presentation. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.1 11(c) to consider these references fully when responding to this action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yongjia Pan whose telephone number is 571-270-1 177. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 
(EST) PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on 571-272-4048. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,091 



Page, 14 



Art Unit: 2173 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Yongjia Pan 
October 2, 2007 




